
A Report from the meeting of the PCC held on 11 October 2022 
 

The Revd Canon Deb Smith held the chair, and seventeen members of the PCC were in attendance. 
    
Previous meeting 
The lay training dates have been published and all those currently involved in public worship, 
through reading, offering intercessions or administering the chalice can attend either date.  These 
sessions are open to anyone who is wishing to find out more about the roles.  Chalice Assistants will 
be authorized to this ministry following their training. 
 
The Team Rector’s Report 
a) The EcoChurch display and work with the Great Big Green Week initiative was praised. 
b) The After-school club has begun on Wednesdays @ 3:30pm at St Mary’s School; volunteers 

always needed. 
c) We gave thanks for the two recent services: Revd Philip’s 30th anniversary and the visit of 

Bishop Karen to license Revd Lorna as an Associate Priest.  
d) The Orthodox Church is exploring ways to minister to the Ukrainians in our community.   
e) Churches Together plans to host a Christmas Lunch; helpers always required. 
f) A draft outline was shared about how the churches are responding to the Warm Spaces 

initiative, led by Caroline Pierce of the Town Council.  
g) Bishop Stephen’s thinking about how he wants to begin his ministry among us.  The Archbishop 

of Canterbury will be visiting the diocese in June 2023.   
 
Agenda Items: 
Safeguarding. 
A written report was received which contained the next dates for training:  17 October and 21 
November. 
 
Synod Reports. 
a) Diocesan Synod met on 25 September and the Bishop’s address is available on the Diocese of 

Salisbury’s website. 
b) The Revd Jane Wilson is the new Methodist Minister in Bridport.   
c) Bridport Nativity will be held on Saturday 17 December.  Time and venue to be confirmed.  
 
Fabric Sub-Committee 
a) Details of the alterations to the shutters in the bell tower at SMBRI have been amended.  

Formal permission will now be sought to proceed with these amended plans. 
b) The Churchyard project in SMBRI will start with an application to remove the large overgrown 

shrub on the north side to open up the space to help assess how we can enhance the area.   
c) The PCC approved the possible loan of three choir stalls to Beaminster on a temporary basis.  

Beaminster PCC have now to apply for permission to borrow them for a maximum of three 
years, in the first instance. 

 
Vision Sub-Committee 
a) The away-days for the ministry team and PCC’s first decision was to move away from using the 

term BTM and instead to make more prominent use of ‘The Parish of Bridport’.    



b) Six of the seven parish consultations sessions have been held with a total of 74 people 
attending at least one.  This equates to 67% of our weekly average congregation attendance 
across the parish.  Apart from the meeting at HTBRA they were mixed congregations which 
made them more rounded discussions.   

c) The main responses were calling for: 
Better communications – including use of the Bridge, our website and Parish News. 
Bible study/prayer groups. 
More Parish events. 
Sharing food/meals together 
Larger congregations at services.   

d) The follow up on 23 October (SSALL Hall at 4pm) will give an overview and similar summary and 
indicate how we are expecting to address these suggestions. 

e) The first initiative will be the plans for Advent and then another consultation meeting will be 
held after Easter to review the progress of all these responses.   

 
‘Advent for Everyone’ 
a) For the four Sundays in Advent our Sunday morning worship will be in SMBRI at 10am.  These 

will be Holy Communion services with the addition of elements planned to increase the richness 
of our worship.   

b) The Advent themes will be the threads connecting both the Sunday services, but also how we 
live out and express our discipleship throughout the week.   

c) Groups will gather to study discussion questions on the theme or the Archbishop of York’s 
Advent 2022 book: ‘Sleepers Wake: Getting Serious About Climate Change’ by Nicholas Holtam. 

d) Aspects of creativity will feature as well as an intentional walking group going out prior to the 
10am gathering.   

e) Breakfast and refreshments will be shared with fellowship, both before and after the service.   
f) The need for quiet prayer will be respected and included.  
g) Those who are usually involved in the services in their local church will be invited to contribute 

thus reflecting the whole parish-together church; to serve each other and to work 
collaboratively.    

h) Transport will be arranged. 
 
Communications Sub-Committee 
The focus is currently on building a new website; what it might include and the format we’re 
prepared to pay for.  We have purchased the domain name ‘bridportparish’ for this purpose. 
 
Any Other Business. 
a) We received a verbal update on the SSALL project, which is now going out to the local 

community groups to research their needs and opinions about any redevelopment of the site.   
b) Good Books are reviewing their business model and future location in light of the changes to 

the rental in their current building.   
c) There are two vacancies on the PCC for anyone on the Electoral Roll.  Nominations can be made 

on the form available on the website, under the PCC>APCM tab. 
d) There are two vacancies for Foundation Governors of St Mary’s School.  Revd Pete has the 

information.   
 
Bridget Trump.  PCC Secretary 


