
 

 

 
 _________________________  VOLUNTEER WANTED
Volunteer Administrator required for Parish Office 
every Friday from 9am-1pm. You will be working as 
part of the Bridport Team Ministry and as such good 
communication and computer skills are a requisite. 
For more details, please contact Deb Smith on 
01308 301457 or deb@bridport-team-ministry.org 
 

 _________________________ COMPLINE AT HOME
 

Service of compline (night prayer) on Zoom, Tues & 
Thurs at 9pm (10 minutes, using Common Worship) 
Please contact Nigel Green: nigelg8@gmail.com or 
James Craddock: jscraddock2022@outlook.com 
 
 _______________________________________ LIFE LINE

A supportive confidential 
environment for those 

experiencing grief  
run by Di Wright & Phil Ringer 

on fourth Sunday of each month  
at Bridport Community Hospital in Greenfields. 

 

 __________________ LISTENING COURSE 19 FEB
A Listening course will be held on 19 February 
(10am to 12.30pm) run by Diana & Peter Wright.  
“The gift of being a good listener, a gift which 
requires constant practice, is perhaps the most 
healing gift anyone can possess. For it allows the 
other to be, enfolds them in a safe place, does 
not judge or advise them, accept them as they 
are without desiring to change them, and 
communicates support at a deeper level than 
words.” So writes Gerard Hughes SJ.  
 

This type of listening is something that is learnt 
and can become a powerful form of ministry. On 
Feb 19th there is to be a course run to help 
people to learn to listen in this more focused way. 
It is a skill which can be used in any pastoral 
situation, and even within a family!  
 

Diana and Peter Wright have both run such 
courses for many years with the Acorn Christian 
Healing Foundation, helping groups of people to 
gain these skills to use in their pastoral work. We 
hope that any who are interested in any kind of 
pastoral work, or who may just want to improve 
their listening skills will consider joining this 
course. 
 

 _____________________________ PLEASE PRAY FOR
Those who are sick. Those who have died and 
the families and friends who mourn them. 
 

30th January 2022  
4th Sunday of Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from Bridport’s worshipping community 
 

 _______________________ THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
Last year I was ordained a priest on Candlemas 
eve, in lock down, in a very small, filmed service 
in St Marys Bridport. It was very special to have it 
at Candlemas, a festival where the recognition of 
the light of Christ and a love of nature meets in 
one candle lit evening. 
 

I want to invite you as I did that day to have a 
Candlemas supper at home on Wednesday 2nd 
February, celebration of light, remembering the 
time Jesus was presented by his Mother Mary at 
the temple and recognised by Anna and Simeon 
as the Light to the World. 
 

It was also a festival of light in pre-Christian 
times, a marking the mid-point of winter when 
country folk looked for signs of spring, halfway 
between the winter solstice (shortest day) and 
the spring equinox, and the Saint Day of the 
ancient Gaelic Christian St Brigid whose 
kindness, wisdom and deep faith impressed the 
pagan chieftain and villagers in her native Kildare 
in Ireland. 
 

This aspect of Candlemas can be celebrated by 
looking for the first signs of spring, marvelling at 
snow drops, white crocuses and white blossoms 
and praying for the farmers and sheep in this 
lambing season. If you join me then Light white 
candles and have a supper of cheese and relish 
the thought of the days getting lighter. 
 

And here is a special prayer for your Candlemas 
celebration:  
 

Almighty loving creator maker of beautiful 
biodiversity Founder and head of your church 

help me to engage with thoughts of nature and 
church with a mind and a heart open to anything 
and everything you want to show and teach and 
do. In the name of the wild Messiah, Jesus and 
in the life-giving fear quenching power of your 
spirit re wild my soul and your church. Amen. 

Rewilding the Church. Steve Aisthorpe. 
 

Revd Lorna Johnson 
 

TEAM NEWS 



 

Malachi 3:1-5 See, I am sending my messenger 
to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? For he is 
like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord 
in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years. Then I will 
draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to 
bear witness against the sorcerers, against the 
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hired workers in 
their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against 
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear 
me, says the Lord of hosts. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-18 Since, therefore, the children 
share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every 
respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what 
he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. 
 

Luke 2:22-40 When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of 
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are 
dismissing your servant in peace, according to 
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 
for glory to your people Israel.’ And the child’s 
father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had 
finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was 
upon him. 

 __________________________________________ COLLECT
Almighty and ever-living God, 
clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son 
was this day presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

 _______________________________ CHANGE IN ROLE
Revd Lorna Johnson's Change in Role marked at the 
team service with Cake!  
I finish my curacy in June and passed a final panel that 
affirmed I could apply for the role of Rector or Vicar but 
have instead applied and got a fulltime paid role with the 
Diocese board of education as an adviser in the Community 
Hub project starting this February 1st 2022 for three years. 
It is a bit of dream job for me as it has a focus on mission 
and supports young people in the church, in school and out 
in the community. I will mainly be doing this in Sherborne, 
Shaftsbury and Wimborne. I will still be assisting Deb and 
the team here, by taking two Sundays a month, and will also 
be part of the Team & St Swithuns Repair and Renewal 
Project and work with Jill Henderson on the Churches 
Together Christian Aid project. This will be until the end of 
my curacy in June with the possibility of this continuing 
beyond that date. So there are endings and new beginnings. 
Even though I am still training as a curate until June, and 
quite possibly with you in the longer term in a changed role, 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 
their incredible support throughout my training and 
hopefully share (safely!) a cup of coffee and a piece of cake 
with you at the team service on Sunday 30th January. Lorna 

TODAY’S READINGS  
[Your church’s readings may occasionally differ, if so, see INSERT sheet] 

Watch our live-streamed (or sometimes pre-recorded) Sunday Service on Facebook 


